
This is the second assignment of four that will do to complete your State Project. Below are 
the -- major areas that you will research on your state for this assignment. I have included 
IDEAS for things that you should include in your research under each of the categories. The 
purpose of this assignment (and project) is to get in-depth understanding of how people 
participate in state politics and of your state. You may include figures and tables as 
appropriate in your discussion, but this is not necessary (and should not be included) for all 
items. 

 

1. Participation and Voting 
a. What are the most common forms of participation in your state? 
b. How do people register to vote? When do people have to register by? 
c. How do people vote? (Mail, polls, etc.) 
d. What are some of the barriers to voting in your state? 

i. Voter ID laws? 
ii. Felon Disenfranchisement? 

iii. Voter Residency Requirements? 
e. How many registered voters were there in your state for the 2016 and 2018 

elections? 
f. What was the turnout in your state for the 2016 and 2018 elections? 
g. What was the presidential vote share in the 2012 and 2016 election for major 

candidates? 
h. Who votes? (Think of the demographics of registered voters and those that 

turnout in elections in your state) 
2. Districts 

a. How many Congressional districts? 
b. How many state assembly districts? 

i. Single or multi-member districts? 
c. How many state senate districts? 

i. Single or multi-member districts? 
d. Any recent gerrymandering cases in your state? 

3. Elections  
a. What parties are in the state? (Include third parties) 
b. What type of primary system does your state have? 
c. How do you run for political office in your state? How does that differ for 

different positions (governors, state legislature, judgeships)? 
d. When are elections for state assembly, state senate, governor, ect.? 
e. What do ballots in your state look like? (How are ballots organized: positions, 

party, alphabetically, etc.) 
f. Are election materials offer in other languages? Is so, what languages? 
g. Were there special elections in your state in the last 4 years? If so, for what 

positions? Find the  turnout of that election and compare turnout  to on-cycle 
elections in your state/district. 



h. How many uncontested state level elections were there in the 2016 and 2018? 
4. Campaign Finance 

a. What are the campaign finance laws in your state? Make sure to discuss each 
source: Individual, State Party, PAC, Corporate, Union. 

b. How much do candidates spend on campaigns? 
i. Are there state limits? 

c. Is there public funding available for candidates in elections? If so, what is the 
process for receiving public funding? 

d. Who are the major donors in your state? 
i. Discuss why these particular people and organizations might be 

contributing. (Ex. Major industry in the state) 
5. Other  

a. Is there anything else that you found interest about campaigns and elections in 
your state? 

 
Grading Breakdown (50 pts total): 

• 40 pt. State Information (based on quality and depth of the research on the state) 
• 2 pt. Grammar and Spelling 
• 2 pt. References 
• 2 pt. Consistent Reference Formatting 
• 2 pt. Formatting (see general guidelines below) 
• 2pt. PDF 

 

General Guidelines: This assignment should be approximately 4-6 pages double spaced not 
including figures and tables. This should be written in paragraph form. This assignment should 
be double spaced, Times New Roman size 12 font, with 1-inch margins.  You can use any citation 
method that you prefer, but you must include your references and your citation method must be 
consistent. You do not need a cover page for this assignment.   

Remember that you will need to upload this document as a PDF (not word or txt) to 
CourseWeb by 1pm on February 14th.  No late assignments will be accepted. 

 


